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EMPLOYMENT TRENDS 
Pocatello Metropolitan Statistical 

Area’s (MSA) February 2002 seasonally 
adjusted unemployment rate was 5.8 
percent. The state’s seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate was 5.6 percent and 
the nation was 5.5 percent. The Pocatello 
MSA’s rate fell four-tenths of a percent-
age point from January 2002 when it was 
6.2 percent. From February 2001 to Feb-
ruary 2002 the unemployment rate in-
creased from 4.3 percent to 5.8 percent. 
The jump occurred because of mass lay-
offs at American Microsystems, Inc. and 
Astaris LLC in the Pocatello area. 

In February, Nonfarm Payroll Jobs in-
creased by 1.6 percent from 32,500 to 
33,030, or 530 more than the previous 
month. The Service-Producing Industries 
increased 570 jobs while the Goods-
Producing Industries decreased by 40 jobs 
in February 2001. Within the Service-
Producing Industries, significant increases 
occurred in Government Education and 
Services. Government Education increased 
because students returned for winter 
semester at Idaho State University and 
Services increased because of additional 
hiring in Business Service (call centers), 
Amusement and Recreation (ski areas), Ho-
tels and Motels, and Healthcare. 

From February 2001 to February 
2002, Nonfarm Payroll Jobs declined by 1.1 
percent from 33,410 to 33,030, or 380 
jobs. The Service-Producing Industries lost 
90 jobs and the Goods-Producing Indus-
tries lost 290 jobs. In the Service-Producing 
Industries, jobs losses in Retail Trade were 
minimized by job gains in Finance, Insur-
ance & Real Estate. Most other industries 
remained about the same as in February 
2001. In the Goods-Producing Industries, 
job losses were in Manufacturing because 
of the national economic recession that 
occurred in 2001. 

SPECIAL TOPIC 
2001 Construction 

Construction is a powerful indicator 
of an area’s economic well-being. Con-
struction activity provides good-paying 

SOUTHEAST IDAHO 
BANNOCK, BEAR LAKE, BINGHAM, CARIBOU, FRANKLIN, ONEIDA, & POWER COUNTIES 

Southeast Idaho Table 1: Labor Force & Employment 
Pocatello City MSA (Bannock County) 
    % Change From 
 Feb 

2002* 
Jan 
2002 

Feb 
2001 

Last 
Month 

Last  
Year 

INDIVIDUALS BY PLACE OF RESIDENCE 
Seasonally Adjusted      
Civilian Labor Force 41,400 41,350 40,470 0.1 2.3 

Unemployment 2,390 2,570 1,760 -7.0 35.8 
% of Labor Force Unemployed 5.8 6.2 4.3   
Total Employment 39,010 38,780 38,810 0.6 0.5 

Unadjusted      
Civilian Labor Force 41,930 41,480 41,040 1.1 2.2 

Unemployment 2,790 2,940 2,130 -5.1 31.0 
% of Labor Force Unemployed 6.7 7.1 5.2   
Total Employment 39,140 38,540 38,910 1.6 0.6 

JOBS BY PLACE OF WORK      
Nonfarm Payroll Jobs** 33,030 32,500 33,410 1.6 -1.1 
Goods-Producing Industries 4,230 4,270 4,520 -0.9 -6.4 
Mining & Construction 1,640 1,690 1,600 -3.0 2.5 
Manufacturing 2,590 2,580 2,920 0.4 -11.3 

Service-Producing Industries 28,800 28,230 28,890 2.0 -0.3 
Transportation, Comm., & Utilities 1,740 1,730 1,720 0.6 1.2 
Wholesale Trade 1,420 1,450 1,430 -2.1 -0.7 
Retail Trade 6,760 6,760 7,030 0.0 -3.8 
Finance, Insurance, & Real Estate 1,800 1,770 1,660 1.7 8.4 
Services 7,980 7,860 7,990 1.5 -0.1 
Government Administration 3,370 3,390 3,330 -0.6 1.2 
Government Education 5,730 5,270 5,730 8.7 0.0 

*Preliminary Estimate      
**Full– or part-time jobs of people who worked for or received wages in the pay period including the 12th 
of the month 

jobs (typically close to or exceeding the average wages of the area), which 
in turn pay for supplies and services that are sold by area businesses. In 
addition, businesses purchase materials and supplies for construction pro-
jects. Construction activity also is an indicator of business and individual’s 
confidence in an area’s economy. If businesses and individuals are confi-
dent in an area’s economy they are more willing to invest or reinvest in 
their properties. Despite a difficult year economically, 2001 construction 
activity, according the Wells Fargo Idaho Construction Report, was en-
couraging.   

Chart 1:  Southeast Idaho Construction (on page 18) shows the change in 
residential and commercial construction activity over the past five years 
(1997-2001). Southeast Idaho’s construction activity, as measured by per-
mit values, increased 9.5 percent from 1997 to 2001 and 26.4 percent from 
2000 to 2001. Construction activity peaked in 1998 at $110,898,963 then de-
clined in 1999 and 2000 before it climbed to its 2001 level of $107,164,778. 
Southeast Idaho construction activity outpaced Idaho’s construction activ-
ity in 2001 when statewide construction values declined five-tenths of a 
percentage point, dropping from $2,113,294,271 in 2000 to $2,101,595,265 
in 2001. 

Chart 2: Construction by Area (on page 18), shows the change in con-
struction activity from 1997 to 2001 by area. The following is a synopsis by 
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area. Average wages listed in the area narrative are from 
2000 because 2001 final data is not available. 

Bannock County 
Bannock County’s construction grew 26.2 percent 

from 1997 to 2001 and 45.4 percent from 2000 to 2001. 
The average wage for construction workers was $27,582. 
The increase in construction activity between 2000 and 
2001 was evenly split between residential and nonresi-
dential construction. Construction of several new busi-
nesses contributed to high construction values through-
out the area. Over the past five years, construction activ-
ity peaked in 1998 at $56,131,258 and fell to a low of 
$35,558,042 in 1999. 

Bingham County 
Construction in Bingham County grew 2.4 percent 

from 2000 to 2001, but fell 32.4 percent from 1997 to 2001. 
The average wage for construction workers was $23,622. 
The increase in construction activity between 2000 and 
2001 was in Additions, Alterations, and Repairs as business 
and individuals expanded and improved properties 
throughout the county. The decline in construction ac-
tivity between 1997 and 2001 was primarily in nonresi-
dential construction. Over the last five years, construc-
tion activity peaked in 1999 at $34,450,720 and was at a 
low of $21,977,412 in 2000. 

Franklin County 
Between 1997 and 2001, Franklin County’s construc-

tion activity increased 23.4 percent but fell 9.2 percent 

from 2000 to 2001. The average wage for construction 
workers in Franklin County was $17,505. The increase in 
construction activity between 1997 and 2001 was primar-
ily in nonresidential construction. Between 2000 and 
2001, construction fell in nonresidential construction. 
Over the last five years, construction activity peaked in 
1998 at $13,237,415 and fell to a low of $8,476,792 in 1997. 

Power County   
Power County’s construction grew 55.7 percent from 

2000 to 2001 and 227.9 percent from 1997 to 2001. The 
average wage for construction workers in Power County 
was $25,668. Growth in construction activity was in non-
residential construction for both the 2000 to 2001 and 
1997 to 2001 time periods. Over the last five years, con-
struction activity peaked at $14,483,150 in 2001 and fell 
to a low of $4,416,965 in 1997. 

Montpelier City 
Construction in Montpelier fell 8.1 percent from 2000 

to 2001 and dropped 68.9 percent from 1997 to 2001. In 
1997, construction began on the Oregon/California Trails 
Interpretive Center, which drove construction permit 
values unusually high. The average wage for construc-
tion workers in Bear Lake County (average wage is not 
available for cities) was $11,956. Since 1997, construction 
activity has remained fairly constant and the economy is 
actually better than it appears by the five-year compari-
son. Over the last five years, construction activity 
peaked in 1997 at $6,101,150 and fell to a low of 
$1,435,844 in 1999. 

Soda Spring City 
Soda Spring’s construction activity grew an impres-

sive 51.1 percent between 1997 and 2001 and 27.6 per-
cent between 2000 and 2001. The average wage for con-
struction workers in Caribou County (average wage is 
not available for cities) was $28,240. The increase in con-
struction activity was in nonresidential construction and 
mostly because of the new purified phosphorous manu-
facturing facility at Agrium. Over the last five years, con-
struction activity reached a high of $2,948,234 in 1999 
and fell to a low of $1,133,884 in 1997.  

Shelley Allen, Regional Labor Economist 

430 N. 5th Avenue, Pocatello, ID 83205 

(208) 235-5454 

E-mail: sallen@labor.state.id.us 
 

Chart 2:  Construction by Area
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Chart 2:  Construction by Area (permit value in millions) 
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Chart 1:  Construction by Area (percent change) 


